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San Diego River Conservancy 
Proposition 1 

Concept Proposal 
 

 

 

 

Please submit Concept Proposal between August 15 and September 30, 2015, to both 

dharrison@sdrc.ca.gov and jrichards@sdrc.ca.gov.  If there are any questions please contact Dustin 

Harrison by email or at 619.525.4094. 

Applicant may use attached additional pages, if needed. 

 

Grant Type Check which box describes project type: 
 

          Acquisition 
          Development/Implementation 

  

Project Title Provide a brief, descriptive project title: 

Rueda Canyon Habitat Restoration & Enhancement Project 
  

Applicant 
Name 

Name of the applicant: 

San Diego Canyonlands 
  

Person 
Authorized to 
Sign 
Agreement 

Provide name and title of person authorized to legally sign the grant 
agreement (signatory): 
 

Eric Bowlby, Executive Director 

  

Signatory 
Information 

Provide Signatory’s contact information: 

Eric Bowlby 
619-284-9399  
Eric@sdcanyonlands.org 
 

  

Applicant’s 
Project 
Manager 

Provide Project Manager’s contact information: 

Jonathan Appelbaum 
858-344-6654 
Jonathan@sdcanyonlands.org 
 

  

Eligible Entity Check box for which organizational type the applicant falls under. If 
applicant does not fall under a listed category, the applicant is not an 
eligible entity: 

       Public agency  
       Nonprofit organization 
       Public utility 
       Federally recognized Indian tribe 
       State Indian tribe listed on the Native American Heritage                    

Commission’s California Tribal Consultation List 
       Water supply company 

 

  

FEIN ____26-2237918______________________ 
 

  

mailto:dharrison@sdrc.ca.gov
mailto:jrichards@sdrc.ca.gov
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Non Profit Check box if applicant is qualified to do business in California and qualified 
under Section 501(c)(3).  

Yes No 

If yes, provide 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization number: 

501(c)(3) nonprofit organization number: 26-2237918 
 

  

Mitigation Is the applicant’s project required mitigation from another project ?        

Yes     No 

If yes, project is ineligible   

  

Proof of 
Insurance 

Applicant must attach a copy of current insurance policy general liability and 
workers compensation with a minimum of $1 million per occurrence/ and $1 
million aggregate. 
 

  

Project 
Summary 

Write a summary of the proposed project: 

San Diego Canyonlands (SDCL) proposes to work in a subset (approximately 
20-25 acres) of the 72 acre Rueda Canyon Open Space Preserve to restore 
and enhance native riparian and transitional habitat via removal of invasive, 
non-native vegetation species including, but not-limited to, Mexican fan palm 
(Washingtonia robusta), Pampas grass (Cortaderia selloana), Eucalyptus 
(Eucalyptus spp.), and sweet fennel (Foeniculum vulgare). Invasive plant 
removal will be followed by revegetation with native riparian and transitional 
species (e.g.  mule fat [Baccharis salicifolia}, willow [Salix spp.], mugwort 
[Artemisia douglasiana], etc.) via direct seeding and installation of up to 200 
live cuttings. All native plant propagules (i.e. seed & cuttings) will be collected 
onsite by SDCL staff and volunteers following CNPS-approved protocols.  
 
Small (<10 meter) non-native trees such as Palm and Eucalyptus will either be 
treated via cut-stump application of systemic herbicide such as triclopyr or 
via a drill-inject method (pending the recommendation of a licensed Pest 
Control Advisor [PCA]). Cut biomass will be cut into manageable sized pieces 
for use as trail barriers or removed from site by SDCL staff and volunteers 
(potentially including crews from the California Conservation Corps or CDF 
inmate fire crews). Limbs of trees smaller than 4” diameter will be chipped 
onsite and used for mulch to improve the surface of authorized trails and 
reduce soil erosion in high traffic areas such as trailheads.  Additional wood 
chips / mulch may be imported (donated) for this purpose if the available 
onsite sources are exhausted. 
 
SDCL also proposes to improve water quality by installing features to filter 
stormwater runoff and dissipate high energy flows from stormwater 
conveyances discharging into the canyon.  Stormwater treatment features 
may include vegetated check dams, bioswales, and other bioengineering 
measures. These features will slow the rate of stormwater runoff, reduce 
sediment displacement and downstream sedimentation, and improve 
groundwater recharge within the canyon. All stormwater treatment features 
and devices will be located outside of Federal- and State-jurisdictional waters.   
 
SDCL also proposes to close and decommission unauthorized / social trails 
within the Rueda Canyon Open Space Preserve by installing brush barriers 
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constructed from cut eucalyptus limbs and other non-native trees and 
installing appropriate signage to discourage unauthorized trail use and 
related negative biological impacts associated with unauthorized trail use. 
 
Finally, SDCL proposed to install (as necessary) minor erosion control best 
management practices [BMPs] (e.g. fiber rolls, straw wattles, jute netting, 
etc.) on any work areas or access routes used for work activities displaying an 
increased risk of soil erosion resulting from the removal of target non-native 
vegetation associated with the project activities described above. 
 

Proposition 1, 
Chapter 6 sets 
forth 13 specific 
purposes for 
the allocation of 
funds 

Applicant’s proposed project meets the following purposes in support of Chapter 
6 of Proposition 1 (California Water Code Section 79732(a) 

  

Protect and increase economic benefits arising from healthy watersheds, 
fishery resources and instream flow. 

  

Implement watershed adaptation projects in order to reduce the impacts of 
climate change on communities and ecosystems. 

  

Restore river parkways throughout the state, including but not limited to 
projects pursuant to the California River Parkways Act of 2004 and urban 
river greenways. 

  

Protect and restore aquatic, wetland and migratory bird ecosystems 
including fish and wildlife corridors and the acquisition of water rights for 
instream flow. 

  

Fulfill the obligations of the state of California in complying with the terms of 
multiparty settlement agreements related to water resources. 

  

Remove barriers to fish passage.   

Collaborate with federal agencies in the protection of fish native to California 
and wetlands in the central valley of California. 

  

Implement fuel treatment projects to reduce wildfire risks, protect 
watersheds tributary to water storage facilities and promote watershed 
health. 

  

Protect and restore rural and urban watershed health to improve watershed 
storage capacity, forest health, protection of life and property, stormwater 
resource management, and greenhouse gas reduction. 

  

Protect and restore coastal watersheds including but not limited to bays, 
marine estuaries and nearshore ecosystems. 

  

Reduce pollution or contamination of rivers, lakes, streams, or coastal 
waters, prevent and remediate mercury contamination for legacy mines, and 
protect or restore natural system functions that contribute to water supply, 
water quality, or flood management. 

  

Assist in the recovery of endangered, threatened, or migratory species by 
improving watershed health, instream flows, fish passage, coastal or inland 
wetland restoration, or other means, such as natural community 
conservation plan and habitat conservation plan implementation. 

  

Assist in water-related agricultural sustainability projects.   

GPS 
Coordinates 

Geodetic datum: WGS84  
Coordinates: 32°49’27.63”N / 117°5’34.18”W 

  

Information 
Regarding 
Project Budget 
 
 
 

Planning costs are limited 10 percent (10%) of the total grant amount and shall 
only be incurred after the date of the Grant Agreement. 
 
Project administration costs are limited to 15 percent (15%) of total grant 
amount and shall only be incurred after the date of the Grant Agreement. 
 
Applicant must submit methodology and calculations to determine 
administrative overhead rates, which are subject to approval by the 
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Conservancy prior to the start of each project. 

Project Amount 
Requested 

Provide project amount requested from the Conservancy   

$ 42,394 (labor + materials + 15% administrative costs)  
  

Matching 
Funds 

Provide estimated amount of matching funds or in-kind contributions:  

$29,060 ($10,260 in materials / $7,200  in volunteer labor) 
  

Total Project 
Cost 

Provide  total project  cost,  including  any cost share and matching funds.     

$71,453 
  

Project 
Readiness 

Anticipated start date of project: 

Project start and end dates: June 1, 2016 / June 1 2018 
  

Project Area 
Ownership 

Check box if land where project will occur (or will require access to enter) is owned 
by a private entity, state, federal, or other. If yes on any box, provide name of land 
owner(s): 
Private      Yes        No            If yes, __________________________                                                      

State         Yes        No            If yes, __________________________                                                      

Federal     Yes        No            If yes, __________________________                                                      

Other        Yes        No            If yes, City of San Diego Dept. of Parks & Open 

Space (existing license agreement)                                                      

  

APN(s) 37308009, 45514021, 37308022, 37308101, 45513039, 45506033, 45506017, 
45516102, 45516002 

  

Project Acres 72 Acres   

Jurisdiction of 
Project 

Check the box that applies 

           City of San Diego 

           County of San Diego  

           City of Santee 

           El Cajon 
           Lakeside 
           Other: _________________________ 
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Jurisdiction 
Approval 

Has written approval been provided by the jurisdiction in which the project will be 
taking place? 

          No.  Must be provided with full application. 
          Yes.  Please attach. 

  

Land Tenure/ 
Site Control 

Applicants for projects must submit documentation showing that they have 
adequate tenure to, and site control of, the properties to be improved or 
restored or acquired.  
Proof of adequate land tenure includes, but is not necessarily limited to: 
             • Fee title ownership. 
             • An easement or license agreement. 
            • Other agreement between the applicant and the fee title owner, or 

the owner of an easement in the property, sufficient to give the 
applicant adequate site control for the purposes of the project and 
long-term management. 

             • For projects involving multiple landowners, all landowners or an 
appointed designee must provide written permission to complete 
the project. 

 
Summarize all steps taken to date to obtain required land tenure documentation:  
 
This concept paper has been recently submitted to Chris Zirkle, the Deputy 
Director of the Open Space Division of the City Park and Recreation Department 
for review. We have worked with Mr. Zirkle on several similar projects and 
obtained Right of Entry (ROE) allowing us to access the project site to fulfill the 
objectives of our grant and maintain it. The most recent ROE is a three year 
agreement to restore approximately 12 acres of wetlands and transitional uplands 
in Shepherd Canyon, San Diego using our volunteer programs in addition to our 
restoration professionals. Another example is a 20-Year License Agreement that 
we have in place to restore 14 acres of habitat in four canyons in City Heights, 
build seven key trail segments, and maintain the project for 20 years. 
 
Mr. Zirkle has agreed that should we be awarded a grant for this application, he 
will work with us to achieve the necessary ROE to fulfill the grant objectives. 

 

  

Project Map Attach both a location and project specific map to this document. 

The project specific map must include clearly delineated project boundaries 
and legend. All maps must be labeled with project title, applicant name, and 
be positioned so that relevant map information such as stream names, towns, 
main roads, and water bodies are not obscured. 

 

  

Site Description Provide the physical description of terrain and land cover type(s): 
 
The proposed project site is located in the City of San Diego Department of Parks 
and Open Space’s Rueda Canyon Open Space Preserve in the Tierrasanta 
neighborhood of north-central San Diego. The proposed project site contains an 
unnamed ephemeral tributary to the San Diego River. Surrounding land use is 
primarily residential. Vegetation communities within the work area are a mixture of 
Southern Willow Scrub, Coastal Sage Scrub, Eucalyptus Woodlands, Ruderal and 
Disturbed habitats. 
 
Watershed name: San Diego River 
Tributary: Rueda Canyon 
Habitat Type: Southern Willow Scrub, Coastal Sage Scrub, Eucalyptus Woodland, 
Ruderal / Disturbed Habitat 
 

  

Project Objectives are specific, objective, achievable, and measurable. List measurable   
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Objective(s) outcomes for the project: 
 

1) Host 16 volunteer events engaging at least 80 volunteers over 2 years. 
2) Collect, prepare, and apply 40 lbs of live native seed to restored areas. 
3) Install 200 native plants via live cuttings. 
4) Decommission / prevent access to 2 unauthorized trail segments. 

Project Goal(s) A goal can be viewed as an aim or desired outcome. List desired goals, milestones 
and outcomes for the project: 
 
Eliminate high-priority invasive species (e.g. Cortaderia selloana, etc). Restore 
invasion resilient native riparian and transitional plant communities. Improve water 
quality and stormwater management through installation of vegetated check dams 
and similar stormwater treatment features. Eliminate adverse biological and water 
quality impacts associated with unauthorized trail use. 
 

  

Monitoring and 
Assessment 

Identify specific performance measures designed to assess progress towards 
achieving the objectives. Include a description of the approach for monitoring, 
assessing, and reporting the compliance and effectiveness of the project, which is 
consistent with the project’s objectives. Describe any baseline monitoring that will 
be conducted in order to support pre- and post- project evaluation following 
implementation of project. 

 
Quarterly qualitative & quantitative vegetation community monitoring. Establish 
and monitor 8 permanent photo-monitoring transects.  Conduct annual quantitative 
vegetation sampling (% native cover) using CNPS-approved point-intercept line 
transect monitoring methods (4 X 50 meter transects). Monitor live-cutting 
survivorship with a target survivorship rate of 50%. 

 

  

Data 
Management 

Describe how data and other information generated by the project will be 
handled, stored, shared (i.e., disseminated to the public, participants, and 
stakeholders) and provided to the State.  

 

San Diego Canyonlands will prepare annual reports documenting all 
work performed under this grant as well as the results of detailed 
quantitative vegetation sampling performed within the work areas.  All 
annual reports will be provided to SDRC as project funder and City of 
San Diego Department of Parks and Open Space as land owner and will 
be made publicly available on San Diego Canyonlands website.  In 
addition, San Diego Canyonlands will share these reports and all 
constituent data with USGS, SANDAG, the San Diego Mitigation and 
Monitoring Program, and the resource agencies (pursuant to approval 
from the City of San Diego) upon written request.  San Diego 
Canyonlands will follow professional standards for reporting sensitive 
species occurrences and other relevant field observations via the 
California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB), San Diego Natural 
History Museum, or equivalent entity. 

 

  

Deliverables Deliverables will consist of the following: 
Before and after photo documentation of project site 
Assessment and Monitoring plan 
Quarterly invoices to the Conservancy 
Quarterly progress reports to the Conservancy 
Final Project Report 

  

Licensed 
Professional 
 

Is a licensed professional needed?  If so check appropriate box, provide license 
number affiliation and contact information: 
         Yes           No 
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Name: Carl Bell (licensed Pest Control Advisor) 
License no.: 75713  expiration: 12/31/2016 
Contact info: (760) 815-2777 

Implement 
Actions of the 
California 
Water Action 
Plan 

Does project implement actions of the California Water Action Plan? 

          No 
          Yes, explain 
The proposed project would implement the actions of the California Water 
Action Plan by protecting and restoring important ecosystems. As designed, 
the proposed project would restore degraded stream ecosystems to assist in 
natural water management and improved habitat. 

  

Consistency 
with and 
Implementation 
of other Plans 

Check box if project has consistency with and implementation of other plans 
(e.g., existing conservation, restoration, recovery plans, or other relevant local, 
state, or federal plans or policies): 

          No              Yes.  If yes identify the plan(s). 
Rueda Canyon is located within the City of San Diego’s Multiple Habitat 
Planning Area (MHPA) and the proposed project would be consistent with the 
City of San Diego’s Multiple Species Conservation Plan Subarea Plan and the 
City’s Natural Communities Conservation Plan(s). It is also consistent with the 
City of San Diego General Plan Conservation Element, (2008). 
 

  

Application to 
Other Grant 
Programs 

Check box if a proposal has been submitted to another grant program for 
this project (i.e., that would fund the same project components applied for 
in this application.) If yes, identify program name(s): 

          No 
          Yes.  If yes identify the other program(s) 
_______________________________________________________________ 

  

References Applicant must provide 3 references for past work history for projects of a 
similar nature. Include firm name, project location, project costs and contact 
information: 
 

1. Community Housing Works; Located on Auburn Creek in City 

Heights, a community in the City of San Diego; $84,500, Sochiata 

Vutthy, svutthy@chworks.org, 760-432-6878 ext.5459 

2. Marti Emerald, San Diego City Council Member; Four canyons 

(Swan, Manzanita, 47th St. and Hollywood) in City Heights, San Diego; 

restoration budget was $135,000 to restore 14 acres of habitat, 619-

236-6699; martiemerald@sandiego.gov 

3. Kevin McKernan,  Executive Director of San Dieguito River Park. 
Location: Shepherd Canyon, Tierrasanta, San Diego, restoration and 
community organizing budget $20,000;  (858) 674-2275 x 15; 
kevin@sdrp.org 

 

  

 

mailto:kevin@sdrp.org




Figure 1: Rueda Canyon Site Vicinity Map

Rueda Canyon Open 
S PSpace Preserve



Figure 2: Rueda Canyon Open Space Habitat Restoration & Enhancement Project Location Map
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